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INDIA

MEMBERS OF : HHGFAA*ERC*PRISM*ARMA*IATA

CUSTOMS RULES & REGULATIONS

Required Documentation

· Original bill of lading/airway bill.

· Original passport of the owner.

· Two legible copies of a detailed packing inventory in English..

· An Indian Customs Declaration Form to be completed and signed by owner (we can assist owner in completion of the form).

· Purchase invoices for electrical/electronic items.

· Your waybill with precise billing and handling information.

· A pre-alert sent to us well in advance of the arrival of the shipment would enable us provide your client with a personal service. It would also enable us to arrange for a speedy clearance/delivery.

· Motor vehicles should be accompanied by a registration certificate/export certificate (issued at the point of origin), insurance policy and invoice.

· Diplomatic personnel and other privileged officials of the U.N. organizations are required to obtain a duty exemption certificate from the Ministry of External Affairs.

Import Regulations/Customs Clearance

Foreign or Indian nationals, including non-resident Indians, transferring residence to India are allowed to import their personal and household effects provided they comply with the following :

· Indian nationals must have lived overseas for minimum two years and would be transferring residence to India for at least one year. Foreign nationals are required to have a one year visa.

· Air shipments must be air freighted within 15 days of owners arrival into India and sea shipments must be shipped within 30 days of owners arrival into India. (If there is any delay, special condonation for the delay would have to be obtained).

· Owner must have arrived into India prior to commencement of customs formalities.

· All used personal effects including furniture, kitchenware and small kitchen appliances, glassware/ crockery and other normal household effects are allowed duty free, irrespective of their value provided they have been in owners possession and use for minimum a year. However, major electrical/electronic items whether old or new would attract a duty of 15%. Should the combined value of the items exceed INR 5,00,000.00 (approx. US$ 10,400.00) or should there be any duplicate items in the shipment then the customs would levy a duty of 50% on both. The following items would be free of duty (A) VCR or VCP, (B) Washing Machine, (C) Electrical or LPG Cooking Range, (D) Personal Computer (Desk Top),(E) Laptop Computer (Notebook) and (F) Refreigerators of a capacity up to 300 litres or its equivalent.

· To ensure a speedy clearance of the shipment through customs we strongly recommend that you as the mover make a note of the model/serial number of all major electrical/electronic items as well as load all major appliances together in the required lift vans.

· Foreign nationals would be allowed duty free import of foodstuff up to a maximum value of INR 50,000.00 or US$ 1,040.00 per calendar year. Wines, spirits and tobacco   are not considered  as a part  of the duty free allowance and would attract a duty of 100% on Wines and Beer, 150% on Spirits and 110% on tobacco on the value assessed by the Indian Customs.

Prohibited Articles

Firearms, weapons, explosives, ammunition of any type, narcotics, psychotropic substances, obscene/ pornographic material etc. 
Import of Pets

Domestic pets are allowed to be imported into India but subject to obtaining an import licence which must be applied for at least three weeks before arrival of the pet into India. To ensure a smooth clearance we would require (a) A health certificate from a veterinary officer authorized to issue a valid certificate at the country of origin. (b) A Rabies vaccination certificate more than a month old but within a year prior to actual embarkation (c) Shipper's Passport, (d) A letter from owner authorizing us to arrange for customs clearance of the pet. In addition to the above, we will need a clear copy of the airway bill and flight information faxed to us at least 72 hours prior to arrival of pet (this excludes holidays) so as to obtain prior permission from the Indian Customs and arrange for the government veterinary to be present at the air cargo complex to verify all relevant documents. 

Import of Birds as pets requires special permission from the Wildlife authorities and the process is time consuming and elaborate. Hence, anything to be done quickly in a matter of a few weeks is ruled out. It would be in the interest of your valued customer that sufficient time is given to complete this process for import.

Pet food can be imported but is subject to customs duty approximately 84% of the customs assessed value.

Import of Automobiles

· For a vehicle above 1600 cc it is necessary for the owner to prove to the Indian Customs that the vehicle has been in the owner's possession for a minimum period of one year. Any vehicle below 1600 cc, there is no such requirement of minimum possession of one year.

· For Indian nationals, the passport must reflect a minimum two year stay abroad.

· Anyone is eligible to import a new vehicle for their personal use irrespective of the cubic capacity. 

· Customs duty on the automobile would have to be paid in foreign convertible currency.

· Vehicle must conform to Euro II emission norms, failure to comply will result in the shipper having to re-export the vehicle back to the country of origin.

Duty on motor vehicles would be as under :

· Automobile(old vehicle)

: 182% of customs assessed value.

· Automobile (new)


: 108% of customs assessed value.

(Note : The above information is subject to change without any prior notification). 

